THE WORK OF A DEACON
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Deacons are called to work with the bishop and the priests with whom they serve as heralds of Christ’s kingdom.  They are to proclaim the gospel in word and deed, as agent of God’s purposes of love.  They are to serve the community in which they are set, bringing to the Church the needs and hopes of all the people.  They are to work with their fellow members in searching out the poor and weak, the sick and lonely and those who are oppressed and powerless, reaching into the forgotten corners of the world, that the love of God may be made visible.
 
Deacons share in the pastoral ministry of the Church and in leading God’s people in worship.  They preach the word, and bring the needs of the world before the Church in intercession.  They accompany those searching for faith and bring them to baptism.  They assist in administering the sacraments; they distribute communion and minister to the sick and housebound. 
 
Deacons are to seek nourishment from the Scriptures; they are to study them with God’s people, that the whole Church may be equipped to live out the gospel in the world.  They are to be faithful in prayer, expectant and watchful for the signs of God’s presence, as he reveals his kingdom among us.
